COUNTY OF HEREFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL Reference No: 2004.CAB.049

WRITTEN STATEMENT OF A NON-KEY DECISION

CABINET

ITEM:

RECOVERY OF TOWN AND PARISH COUNCIL ELECTION
COSTS

Members Present:

Councillors RJ Phillips (Chairman), Mrs O Barnett, P Edwards,
Mrs J French, C Mayson, DW Rule, R Stockton, B Wilcox, M
Wilson

Date of Decision:

9th September, 2004

Purpose: To review the charges for fees to be levied on parish and town
councils at ordinary elections and for casual vacancies.
Decision: THAT (a) The Council’s policy on charging parish and

town councils to recover election costs, be
reaffirmed and that the full cost of elections
be charged except when combined elections
take place, then only 50% of costs be
recharged;

(b) An administration charge be made on all
parishes for uncontested elections but
(subject to the views of HALC) that this
charge be based on a per-head of elector cost
basis;

(c) HALC be informed of the likely increase in
costs that will be incurred at the May 2007
elections and the extra costs if the
Government decides that the all-postal ballot
method should be used at the local elections
in 2007, this information to also include an
assessment for uncontested and contested
elections and be sent to each parish and town
council;

(d) a Review be carried out of all Polling Stations
in the County.

Reasons for the Decision:

To review the current policy in relation to the recovery of election
costs for town and parish councils.

Options Considered:

The Council could agree to the request of HALC and absorb the
parish council election costs, estimated to be in the region of
£50,000/60,000.

Declaration of Interest:

M Wilson — Prejudicial (Chairman of Parish Council)

B Wilcox — Personal Interest
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